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service to our country. The speech Kameron
gave to FBLA is truly moving and his ongoing
commitment to support our veterans should
serve as an example for all Americans. |
would like to thank Kameron and his family for
their dedicated service and patriotism. | am
honored to be able to include his remarks in
the RECORD.

SPEECH DELIVERED BY KAMERON GOETZ—FU-
TURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA—NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC SPEAKING II COMPETITION, 2016
A little over two centuries ago a nation of

men rose up, and threw off the yoke of op-
pression that had been thrust upon them by
a far away monarch. In acquiring their free-
dom and breaking their bonds, many men
laid down their lives. Today, it is because of
their sacrifice that we are free. But this free-
dom must be continually fought for in order
to keep it. As members of FBLA, we strive to
develop character, prepare for useful citizen-
ship, and foster patriotism. At a minimum,
every citizen of the United States should
have similar goals. However, some have set
and achieved much higher goals, while con-
sequently paying a higher price. Today, I am
going to tell you of one such person, and of
the price he paid.

There was a small town farm boy who grew
up right here in Washington State. You
could call him the ‘“All-American Kid.” He
was a hard worker, a good student, and an
exceptional athlete. Once this All-American
Kid graduated from high school, he was faced
with an All-American decision. Join the
Army or follow his mother’s advice to settle
down and get married to his high school
sweetheart. As much as he wanted to please
his mother, he chose the Army. He quickly
adapted to his new life, becoming an excel-
lent soldier—1st in his class at Basic Train-
ing. Once his training was complete, the All-
American Kid was shipped off to a far away
war, in a far away land, called Vietnam.

In the sweltering jungles of Southeast
Asia, he came face to face with the monsters
of war. He saw things that no man, let alone
any boy, should ever see. Then he came
home. The All-American Kid had a Bronze
Star on his chest for valor, the physical
scars of three separate combat wounds, and
the demons that accompanied the atrocities
he had witnessed. He was a hero, but was not
treated as such. As he stepped back onto U.S.
soil for the first time in months, the All-
American kid was spit on and berated. He
was called a ‘‘butcher,” a ‘“rapist,” and a
“pbaby killer.”

The All-American rushed past the names
and moved on. The demons he brought back
with him were pushed deep down, far away.
He settled down, got married, started a fam-
ily, and became a successful businessman.
Life was great on the outside. But on the in-
side, everything was much worse. His de-
mons had never left him. For years they
clawed, and ripped, and tore away at his very
soul. And he fought, and he fought, and he
fought back with everything he had. Finally,
after years of fighting, he lost the fight. On
February 3, 2014, my grandfather, David
Wayne Long, the All-American Kid, suc-
cumbed to his demons. He committed sui-
cide.

58,000 men and women lost their lives
under a Vietnam sky. An additional 100,000
came home, only to take their lives under
their own roofs. Every day, twenty-two vet-
erans kill themselves. With that number, we
are losing 8,000 veterans a year. They are all
suffering from the same common disease.
This disease is Post Traumatic Stress Dis-
order, or more commonly known as PTSD.
PTSD won’t let you move on from what you
have seen, heard, or done in traumatic cir-
cumstances. It eats at you, slowly deterio-
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rating your very will to live. It cannot be
cured, it cannot be stopped. But it can be
treated. Foundations such as the Wounded
Warrior Project are dedicated to helping
men and women of the United States Armed
Forces, past and present, recover from the
physical and mental wounds of war. Specifi-
cally for those suffering with mental afflic-
tions, the people at WWP take them in and
simply love on them. They make them feel
appreciated. Now this is key, because one of
the worst fears for every soldier is not the
fear of death. It is the fear that they will
come home and the people, who they would
have died for on a daily basis, do not care.

The Wounded Warrior Project can’t help
veterans alone. They need support, and they
need partners. We need to be that support,
and we need to be those partners, because it
is the men and women who have served our
country for generations that have upheld our
freedom. I am ready to stand up and give
back. Rise up with me. Let’s all give back.
Let’s give back to those who gave.

———

HONORING MILLER COUNTY SHER-
IFF BILL ABBOTT ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a constituent of mine, Miller
County Sheriff Bill Abbott on his upcoming re-
tirement. As a native and resident of Miller
County, | also happen to be one of Sheriff Ab-
bott’s constituents. Sheriff Abbott is retiring
from his position in December 2016. Sheriff
Abbott has dedicated more than sixteen years
of service to Miller County residents since his
appointment to office on April 6, 1999. The en-
thusiasm Sheriff Abbott has for his job hasn’t
been lost over the years he has served. Even
with that enthusiasm, Sheriff Abbott realizes
that it is time for a change.

As a Miller County resident, Sheriff Abbott
has remained committed to his county, the
people who reside in the county, and the state
of Missouri. He comes from a family of public
servants, some of whom served in law en-
forcement and his mother, Kathryn, who
worked in the dispatch office. He credits his
success as Miller County Sheriff to the support
he has received from his family and commu-
nity members. Sheriff Abbott’s goal when he
attained the position was to restore the public
trust in the sheriff’s office.

Around 640 square miles are encompassed
within the Miller County Sheriff's Department
jurisdiction. Sheriff Abbott currently has eight
road officers covering that area day and night
and, additionally, has two detectives that also
contribute their time to road work. There have
been some difficult cases during his time as
sheriff, including seven infant deaths in just a
year and a half time span. While there have
been some tough cases, there were also
many good moments as well. Under Sheriff
Abbott’s leadership, several positive changes
in the jail and courthouse have occurred.
Throughout the updates at the jail and court-
house, Sheriff Abbott was committed to using
vendors from the Miller County area. It was
important to him to keep everything local.
Sheriff Abbott attributes the successes of the
sheriff's office to the good staff and continuing
support from the community.
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With this retirement, Sheriff Abbott will be
able to enjoy more time with his wife, Linda,
and their children, Gayle, Gwen, Chad, and
Courtney. He will also undoubtedly treasure
the extra moments he can spend with his fif-
teen grandchildren. | know Sheriff Abbott is
also looking forward to working more with the
cattle that he and his son own.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Sheriff
Bill Abbott for his more than sixteen years of
service to the Miller County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, the residents of the county, and the en-
tire state of Missouri.

—————

TRIBUTE TO JANICE AND RICK
STONE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Janice
and Rick Stone of Council Bluffs, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary
on August 6, 2016.

Janice and Rick’s lifelong commitment to
each other, their daughter and their grand-
children, truly embodies lowa values. As they
reflect on their 50th anniversary, may their
commitment grow even stronger, as they con-
tinue to love, cherish, and honor one another
for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

——————

IRAN SANCTIONS EXTENSION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to voice my support for H.R. 6297, the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act.

Despite continued pressure and condemna-
tion from the international community, the Ira-
nian regime defiantly continues its ballistic
missile testing, human rights abuses, and
sowing discord throughout the world as the
leading state sponsor of terrorism. These
threatening acts, coupled with continued viola-
tions of the nuclear agreement, should not be
tolerated without check. That's why | am voic-
ing my strong support for H.R. 6297, the Iran
Sanctions Extension Act. This act is one of the
most important pillars to the statutory sanc-
tions against Iran to address its illicit activities.
| applaud the House for coming together in a
near unanimous fashion to pass this bipartisan
legislation and hope the President agrees to
sign it.
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